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Subject: Please Support HB 453 to Improve Autism Care Access in Ohio

Dear [Representative/Senator] [last name],

My name is [your name], and I am a constituent living in [your city]. I am writing to respectfully ask for your support of House Bill 453, critical legislation that ensures Ohio children with autism can receive the medically necessary care they need—when they need it.

HB 453 modernizes Ohio’s insurance and Medicaid framework for autism treatment by:

· Clarifying and strengthening insurance coverage for evidence-based autism services, including ABA therapy, also known as applied behavior analysis therapy
· Ensuring fair and predictable reimbursement so more providers can cover the cost of delivery services and participate in insurance networks, reducing waitlist time for families.
· Creating a pathway for 'exam-eligible' technicians, helping address severe workforce shortages while maintaining strong supervision and safety.
· Requiring Medicaid to publish its 2024 independent auditors established ABA reimbursement rates, increasing transparency and stability for providers who want to serve Medicaid families.

For many Ohio families—including mine—these changes are urgently needed. Autism now impacts at least 1 in 36 children nationwide, and families in our state routinely face months-long waitlists, inconsistent coverage decisions, or difficulty finding in-network providers. These delays mean children lose access to early-intervention windows where treatment can be truly life-changing, which significantly reduces the future cost of care. 
HB 453 removes barriers to care, stabilizes the provider workforce, and aligns Ohio’s laws with nationally recognized clinical standards. It is a meaningful and necessary step toward ensuring that children with autism in Ohio can thrive.

I respectfully urge you to support House Bill 453 and help move it forward for a committee vote and full consideration by the General Assembly. Ohio families are counting on your leadership.

Thank you for your time and service to our community. I would welcome the opportunity to share more about how this bill will impact my family and others in our district. I am available at your convenience.

Sincerely,
[Your name]
[Address]
[City, State ZIP]
[Phone]
[Email]
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